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The metal cutting tool sector continues to make a deci-
sive contribution to the competitiveness of companies, 
industries, and countries around the world. Our tools 
remains a crucial factor for productivity across a wide 
range of global industries.

However, we are living in increasingly critical times. While 
we continue to navigate market volatility and disruptive 
technological shifts, we have reached a severe turning 
point regarding the supply of raw materials. The growing 
difficulty in sourcing strategic resources and the fragility 
of global supply chains have become existential challen-
ges for our sector, demanding immediate and collective 
action. The landscape of 2026 requires us to be more resi-
lient and innovative than ever before.

Therefore, European manufacturers of cutting tools and 
clamping technology come together here in Graz to share 
experiences, cooperate, and learn from one another. The 
ECTA Conference remains the premier networking forum 
to discuss our common goals and find solutions to these 
pressing resource challenges.

It is once again a great honor and a distinct pleasure to 
welcome you to the ECTA Conference 2026 in Graz, Austria.

Federico Costa | President of ECTA

WELCOME
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We are delighted to warmly welcome you to the ECTA 
Conference 2026 in Graz, Austria’s second-largest city, 
known for its distinctive southern flair.

Graz captivates visitors not only through its rich history 
as the former royal seat of Inner Austria during the Habs-
burg Monarchy, but also through its remarkable cultural 
heritage. Its historic old town along with Eggenberg Pala-
ce, both UNESCO World Heritage Sites, stand as impres-
sive symbols of this legacy. At the same time, Graz and  
Styria rank among the most innovative regions in Europe. 
History, culture, exceptional cuisine and a strong spirit of 
innovation define the city and form the foundation of the 
ECTA Conference Graz 2026. These diverse elements have 
been deliberately integrated into the conference concept. 
Our goal is to offer you a high-quality and inspiring pro-
gram that delivers significant professional value within a 
pleasant and welcoming atmosphere.

The organisation of this high-caliber platform would not 
have been possible without the commitment of our parti-
cipants and, above all, the generous support of our spon-
sors. We would like to express our sincere thanks to ever-
yone who made this event possible. We wish you many 
inspiring moments, engaging discussions, and enriching 
conversations at the ECTA Conference Graz 2026.

Gerhard Melcher | Boehlerit

WELCOME
TO GRAZ
	

// WELCOME
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GRAZ | The Conference is hosted in the UNESCO World Heritage City 
Graz, the capital of Styria and the second-largest city in Austria. 

// SCHEDULE

SCHEDULE 
AT A GLANCE 
THURSDAY, 07 MAY 2026
		  Arrival & Check-in hotel 
	 17:00 – 18:30	 ECTA President & Secretaries Meeting 
		  Hotel Weitzer (Special Invitation)
	 19:30	 Welcome Reception // Kunsthaus 
		  Graz „Needle“

FRIDAY, 08 MAY 2026
	 8:30 – 16:30	 Conference // Alte Universität Graz
	 10:00 – 16:00	 Partner Social Program Picturesque
		  Western Styria // Guided Bus Tour
		  Starting & Ending Point: Hotel Weitzer
	 19:30	 Gala Dinner // Schlossberg Restaurant

SATURDAY, 09 MAY 2026
	 10:00 – 14:00 	 Social Program // Guided Walking
		  City Tour, Lunch at Landhauskeller
		  Starting Point: Hotel Weitzer

Please note that all events require prior registration. If anything has 
changed since your official ECTC registration, please let the organisa-
tion team know | info@ectc2026-graz.org 
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WELCOME 
RECEPTION
THURSDAY, 7.5.2026 // 19:30
„NEEDLE“ KUNSTHAUS GRAZ

Welcome Reception at Kunsthaus Graz, a museum for 
international exhibitions of multidisciplinary, modern and 
contemporary art. Known for its award-winning, modern 
architecture, famously described as a “friendly alien,” 
the venue features a glass viewing platform ideal for our 
reception. Enjoy a fantastic view of Graz’s Old Town and 
the Schlossberg.

// FOR ATTENDEES AND PARTNERS

// AWARD-WINNING, MODERN ARCHITECTURE 
	   “A FRIENDLY ALIEN”

// GLASS VIEWING PLATFORM FOR RECEPTIONS

// FANTASTIC VIEW OF THE OLD TOWN GRAZ 
   AND THE SCHLOSSBERG

More about 
Kunsthaus Graz

// WELCOME RECEPTION

How to find the location: 
Kunsthaus Graz
Lendkai 1, 8020 Graz

Event starts at 19:30 

GUIDED WALK:
Join us at the Hotel Weitzer 
lobby at 19:00 for a guided walk 
to the location. Alternatively, you 
are welcome to make your own 
way there. (Dist. app. 250 m)

© Universalmuseum Joanneum 
 Foto I. Schmidsberger

© Universalmuseum Joanneum
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© Alte Universität Graz | 
Foto Herzblut/Johannes Sommer

LOCATION | ALTE UNIVERSITÄT GRAZ | The historic event center in 
the heart of Graz offers a unique setting for conferences. Home to 
the first university in Graz, founded in 1607, the venue features stun-
ning ceiling vaults from the era of Maria Theresa. Today, it serves as 
a modern event location with over 1,000 m² of event space, hosting 
charismatic speakers and exciting panels.

How to find the location:
Alte Universität Graz

Hofgasse 14, 8010 Graz

Event starts at 8:30

CONFERENCE 
PROGRAM
FRIDAY, 8.5.2026 // 8:30 – 16:30
ALTE UNIVERSITÄT GRAZ

// LOCATION

GUIDED WALK:
Join us at the Hotel Weitzer 
lobby at 7:45 for a guided walk 
to the location. Alternatively, you 
are welcome to make your own 
way there. (Dist. app. 750 m)
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08:30 – 08:45 // WELCOME & INTRODUCTION
	 Federico Costa – ECTA President, CEO of Febametal

08:45 – 09:15 // PRECISION TOOLS INDUSTRY IN EUROPE, 	
	 MARKET SITUATION AND ENVIRONMENT
	 Stefan Zecha – CEO of Zecha Hartmetall, 
	 Chairman of VDMA Precision Tools
	 Manfred Grimm – Market Data and Statistics 
	 Specialist of VDMA Precision Tools 

09:15 – 09:45 // UPDATE ON US CUTTING TOOL MARKET
	 Mike Stokey – USCTI Executive President and  
	 Executive VP of Allied Machine & Engineering

09:45 – 10:30 // VISUALIZATION AS A KEY FACTOR 
	 FOR BUSINESS EXCELLENCE
	 Reinhard Gussmagg – Artist, Speaker, Author 
	 and Business Consultant

10:30 – 11:00 // COFFEE BREAK

11:00 – 11:45 // PLACE ADVANCED MANUFACTURING  
	 AT THE FOREFRONT OF EUROPEAN INDUSTRIAL 
	 POLICY  
	 Filip Geerts – Director General of CECIMO, European 	
	 Association of Manufacturing Technologies

11:45 – 12:30 // AUTOMOTIVE TRENDS IN A HIGHLY 
	 VOLATILE WORLD
	 DI Dr. Günter Fraidl – Senior Adviser of 
	 AVL List GmbH

// MORNING SESSION

12:30 – 13:45 // LUNCH

13:45 – 14:30 // NEW REQUIREMENTS IN TOOL 
	 MANAGEMENT (AUTOMATION, 
	 DIGITALISATION AND AI)
	 Markus Temmel – CEO of TCM International, 
	 Tool Consulting & Management GmbH

14:30 – 15:15 // AI-H.A.B.I.TS – BUILDING SUSTAINABLE 
	 AI HABITS FOR THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY
	 Patrick Ratheiser – Director, Head of AI / 
	 Technology Consulting / Ernst & Young

15:15 – 15:35 // COFFEE BREAK

15:35 – 16:15 // RETHINKING HR – LESSONS ON CHANGE!
	 Dr. Markus Tomaschitz – Chief Human Resources 
	 Officer, Group Spokesman of AVL List GmbH

16:15 – 16:20 // VISUAL STORYTELLING OF THE DAY
	 Reinhard Gussmagg – Artist, Speaker, Author and 
	 Business Consultant

16:20 – 16:30 // CONCLUSION OF THE CONFERENCE
	 Federico Costa – ECTA President, CEO of Febametal

CONFERENCE 
LINEUP
// AFTERNOON SESSION

// THE LINEUP
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// 08:30 – 08:45

// 16:20 – 16:30

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

Federico Costa – ECTA President, CEO of Febametal

Born in Turin in 1981, Federico Costa graduated from Royal 
Holloway University of London before starting his career 
in cutting tools. Today, he is the CEO of Febametal S.p.A., 
an Italian leading tool company. Since May 2024, he is Pre-
sident of ECTA. Under his motto „Young Talents,“ he focu-
ses on generational renewal and digitalization, bridging 
Italian manufacturing tradition with a modern European 
vision to prepare the industry for global challenges and 
future skills.  

CONCLUSION OF THE CONFERENCE

// SPEAKER
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// 08:45 – 09:15

PRECISION TOOLS INDUSTRY 
IN EUROPE – MARKET SITUATION 
AND ENVIRONMENT

Stefan Zecha – CEO of Zecha Hartmetall-Werkzeug-
fabrikation and Chairman of VDMA Precision Tools

Manfred Grimm – Market Data and Statistics Specialist
of VDMA Precision Tools

Stefan Zecha joined the family business in 1985 and be-
came Managing Director in 1995. He has significantly 
shaped the company’s strategy and global expansion, in-
cluding the integration of MPK Special Tools, Alien Tools, 
and ZECHA Precision Tools India. Since 2019, he has also 
served as Chairman of the VDMA Precision Tools Associa-
tion. Since April 2025, he has been leading the company 
alongside his son, Yannik Zecha.

After completing vocational training as an industrial me-
chanic and studying industrial engineering and manage-
ment, Manfred Grimm worked as a project manager for 
a management consultancy from 1997 to 2002, where he 
was responsible for projects in the metal working sector. 
Since 2002 he has been responsible for market observa-
tions for cutting tools, clamping tools and toolmaking in 
the Precision Tools Association within the VDMA. With 
3.500 members, the VDMA is the largest networking or-
ganisation and an important voice for the machinery and 
equipment manufacturing industry in Germany and Europe.

// SPEAKER
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// 09:15 – 09:45

UPDATE ON US 
CUTTING TOOL MARKET

Mike Stokey – USCTI Executive President and  
Executive Vice President of Allied Machine & Engineering

Mike Stokey is Executive Vice-president of Allied Machi-
ne and Engineering, located in Dover, Ohio in The United 
States. He, along with his father Bill Stokey, and brother 
Steve Stokey, owns and operates the business that Bill’s 
father started in 1941. Allied Machine also owns Wohl-
haupter GMBH in Germany, Allied Europe in the UK, Thre-
admills USA and Superion Inc., also in The United States. 
Mike graduated from Kent State University in 1985, the 
same year he started his career at Allied Machine. Mike is 
currently serving as President of The United States Cut-
ting Tool Institute.

// SPEAKER
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// 09:45 – 10:30

// 16:15 – 16:20

VISUALIZATION AS A 
KEY FACTOR FOR 
BUSINESS EXCELLENCE

VISUAL STORYTELLING OF THE DAY

Reinhard Gussmagg – Artist, Speaker, Author 
and Business Consultant

Reinhard Gussmagg works at the intersection of leader-
ship, orientation, and creative thinking. He shows why 
strategies rarely fail because of content, but because cla-
rity is missing. In his keynotes, he opens new perspectives 
on leadership, reveals blind spots, and demonstrates how 
shared internal images create orientation. With clarity, 
presence, and pointed impulses, he structures complexity 
and makes strategic connections tangible.

// SPEAKER
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// 11:00 – 11:45

© MPD

PLACE ADVANCED 
MANUFACTURING AT THE 
FOREFRONT OF EUROPEAN 
INDUSTRIAL POLICY  

Filip Geerts – Director General of CECIMO – European 
Association of Manufacturing Technologies
 

Filip Geerts is a seasoned professional in international, EU 
and national public and regulatory affairs, with extensive 
experience leading such functions in companies, trade 
associations and non-profit organisations. He previously 
served as Deputy Director of Belgium’s largest techno-
logy industry association, Public and Regulatory Affairs 
Manager at IBM EMEA, and Secretary General of several 
European trade associations. He is a commercial engineer 
and studied at INSEAD, the London School of Economics, 
Vlerick Business School and the College of Europe. He is 
currently Director General of CECIMO, the European Asso-
ciation of Manufacturing Technologies.

// SPEAKER
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// 11:45 – 12:30

AUTOMOTIVE TRENDS IN A
HIGHLY VOLATILE WORLD

DI Dr. Günter Fraidl – Senior Adviser of AVL List GmbH

DI Dr. Günter Fraidl studied Mechanical Engineering at 
the Vienna University of Technology, where he also ear-
ned his Ph.D. in 1987. He joined AVL List GmbH in Graz the 
same year and held various leadership roles in gasoline 
engine development. Until 2025, he served as Senior Vice 
President for Passenger Cars Powertrain and now acts as 
Senior Adviser at AVL List GmbH.

// SPEAKER
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// 13:45 – 14:30

NEW REQUIREMENTS IN TOOL 
MANAGEMENT (AUTOMATION, 
DIGITALISATION AND AI)

Markus Temmel – CEO of TCM International, 
Tool Consulting & Management GmbH

Markus Temmel studied Information Management in 
Graz and began his professional career at TCM in 2004. 
Over the course of more than 20 years, he gained leader-
ship and process experience in various business units and 
across a wide range of client sectors. After spending some 
years abroad, he became a member of the executive 
board at TCM International, the parent company. Since 
2022, he has been the sole CEO of the TCM Group and is 
driving corporate development and digitalization.

// SPEAKER
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// 14:30 – 15:15

AI-H.A.B.I.TS – BUILDING 
SUSTAINABLE AI HABITS FOR 
THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY

Patrick Ratheiser – Director, Head of AI / Technology 
Consulting / Ernst & Young 

 
Patrick Ratheiser is Founder of the AI scale-up Leftshift 
One and Head of AI at EY Austria. He has led 170+ AI pro-
jects across industry and finance, is a university lecturer 
in AI and management, and a frequent keynote speaker. 
Forbes has recognized him as a leading AI expert. He fo-
cuses on scaling AI from strategy to production in com-
plex industrial environments.

// SPEAKER
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// 15:35 – 16:15

© Doris Sporer

RETHINKING HR – 
LESSONS ON CHANGE!

Dr. Markus Tomaschitz – Chief Human Resources 
Officer, Group Spokesman of AVL List GmbH

 

// SPEAKER

Born in 1970 in Graz. Studied business administration at 
the University of Graz and earned an MBA from Califor-
nia State University, Hayward, CA. Professional experience 
includes positions at the Styrian Economic Society, the 
University of Graz, Oracle USA Business Development, 
and Europe MPO GmbH. From 2002–2006, Director and 
Managing Director of FH JOANNEUM GmbH in Graz. 
2006–2013, Executive Director of Magna Education and 
Research GmbH and Member of the European Board of 
Magna International Europe AG. Since 2013, at AVL List 
GmbH Graz as Chief Human Resources Officer (CHRO) 
and, since 2019, company spokesperson. Member of va-
rious supervisory and advisory boards. Teaching assi-
gnments at universities in the U.S. and Europe. Numerous 
publications on topics such as human resources manage-
ment, management, leadership, and organization.
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PICTURESQUE 
WESTERN 
STYRIA 
PARTNERS PROGRAM 
FRIDAY, 8.5.2026 // 10:00 – 16:00

As part of the partners program during the conference, 
participants will enjoy a guided bus tour through Western 
Styria. Highlights include a visit to the world-famous whi-
te Lipizzaner horses at the Federal Stud Piber, associated 
with the Spanish Riding School, and a stop at the striking 
St. Barbara Church, designed by the famous austrian ar-
tist Friedensreich Hundertwasser.

// ONLY WITH PRIOR REGISTRATION

// GUIDED BUS TOUR TO WESTERN STYRIA

// VISIT THE WORLD FAMOUS WHITE LIPIZZANER 
   HORSES OF THE “SPANISCHE HOFREITSCHULE”

// ST. BARBARA CHURCH (HUNDERTWASSER)

// LUNCH INCLUDED AT JAGAWIRT

Lipizzan Stud Piber 

// PARTNER PROGRAM

How to find the Meeting Point:
Hotel Weitzer – Lobby
Grieskai 12/14, 8020 Graz

Meeting Time: 9:45
Bus Departure: 10:00

© Region Graz | Mias Photart

© Lipizzanerheimat 
Die Abbilderei
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GALA DINNER
FRIDAY, 8.5.2026 // 19:30
SCHLOSSBERG RESTAURANT
(Dresscode Business Formal)

The Gala Dinner above the rooftops of Graz will take pla-
ce at a Gault & Millau award-winning restaurant on Graz’s 
local mountain: the Schlossberg Restaurant. Enjoy a bre-
athtaking view of the entire city center while dining in a 
stylish restaurant with a rooftop bar. Indulge in a seasonal 
gourmet dinner with an aperitif, followed by a convivial 
finale in the Sky Bar.

// ONLY WITH PRIOR REGISTRATION

// SUGGESTED ROUTE VIA SCHLOSSBERG FUNICULAR  

// GALA DINNER WITH APERITIF AND CONVIVIAL
    FINALE IN THE ROOFTOP SKY BAR

// BREATHTAKING VIEW OF THE ENTIRE CITY CENTER

// GALA DINNER

GUIDED WALK:
Join us at the Hotel Weitzer 
lobby at 18:30 for a guided walk 
to the funicular base station. 
Alternatively, you are welcome 
to make your own way there or 
directly to the Schlossberg 
Restaurant. (Dist. app. 700 m)

How to find the location: 
Schlossberg Restaurant
Am Schlossberg 7, 8010 Graz

Event starts at 19:30 

TAXI SERVICE:
If you prefer to take a taxi, please 
contact the hotel reception, 
they will be happy to arrange it 
for you.

FUNICULAR TICKETS:
We will provide tickets for the 
ride up the Schlossberg. If you 
are arriving individually, please 
use the code word „ECTA 
Conference“ at the ticket desk 
to receive yours.

© Graz Tourismus | Harry Schiffer

© Schlossberg | Werner Krug
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THE CITY 
OF GRAZ 
SOCIAL PROGRAM 
SATURDAY, 9.5.2026 // 10:00 – 14:00

// SOCIAL PROGRAM

Explore the charming city of Graz on an exciting and in-
formative guided tour through its historic center. Discover 
architectural highlights, hidden courtyards, and the city’s 
rich cultural heritage. The tour concludes with a lunch at 
the traditional restaurant Landhauskeller, offering a taste 
of authentic Styrian cuisine in a historic setting.

// ONLY WITH PRIOR REGISTRATION 

// EXCITING, INFORMATIVE GUIDED TOUR 
    THROUGH THE CITY OF GRAZ

// LUNCH AT LANDHAUSKELLER GRAZ

How to find the Meeting Point:
Hotel Weitzer – Lobby

Grieskai 12/14, 8020 Graz

Meeting Time: 9:45
Tour Start: 10:00
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ATTENDEES

// AUSTRALIA

ANCA PTY LTD 
Johanna Boland | Group Strategy & Communications 
Manager
Martin-Ulrich Ripple | CEO 

// AUSTRIA

ALPEN-MAYKESTAG GmbH
Hannes Esterle | Head of Research and Development
Edina Jahic | Head of Productmanagement

AUSTRIAN EXHIBITION EXPERTS 
Michael Häussler | Senior Project Manager 
Annika Raff | Senior Project Manager
Clara Wiltschke | CEO

AVL LIST GmbH
Günter Fraidl | Senior Adviser 
Markus Tomaschitz | Chief Human Resources Officer

BOEHLERIT 
Andre Feiel | Head of Segment Cutting Tools
Gerhard Melcher | Head of Sales and Marketing	 A
Johann Werl | CEO

Last Update 30. April 2026

Accompanied = A

// ATTENDEES

// AUSTRIA

Bruker Alicona
Franz Helmli | R&D Director
Clemens Sauruck | Head of Sales DACH

TCM International – Tool Consulting & Management GmbH
Markus Temmel | CEO

TU Graz, Institut Fertigungstechnik
Jörg Edler
Matthias Feichtinger
Franz Haas
Max Überbacher

TYROLIT AG 
Christian Brandt | Director of Sales D-A-CH
Martin Pilz | Industry Group Manager Tooling

WIKUS AUSTRIA GmbH
Martin Käfer | CEO
Monika Teveli | Production Management 

Wolfram Bergbau und Hütten AG
Georg Mühlbauer | Expert Powder Metallurgy
Robert Resch | Area Sales Manager Europe

// BELGIUM

CECIMO	
Filip Geerts | Director General

Accompanied = A
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// FRANCE

ERASTEEL 
Stéphane Mahieux | Sales Director Cutting Tools

// GERMANY

AVANTEC Zerspantechnik GmbH 
Uli Werthwein | CEO

CemeCon AG
Alexander Leyendecker | Owner	
Toni Leyendecker | Owner
Beate	Huettermann | CMO	 A

CIMSOURCE GmbH  
Götz Marczinski | CEO

EMUGE-WERK Richard Glimpel GmbH & Co. KG
Gerhard Knienieder | Managing Director
Tim Pompe | Head of Sales Milling tools	 A 

EVO Informationssysteme GmbH	
Robin Mauser | Sales Manager Digital Solutions
Annica Widmann | Business Development Manager

Hartmetall-Werkzeugfabrik Paul Horn GmbH 
Alexander Gilles | Commercial Manager and 	 A
Member of the Board of Directors
Markus Horn | Owner and CEO	 A
Matthias Rommel | CEO	 A

HOFFMANN Engineering Services GmbH 
Thomas Eder | Director 	 A

Accompanied = A

// ATTENDEES

// GERMANY

HYPERION Materials & Technologies 
Ralf Greifzu | Sales Manager
Eric Lampe | Managing Director

KYOCERA Unimerco Tooling GmbH	
Axel Küpper | General Manager Central Europe

Landesmesse Stuttgart GmbH & Co. KG	
Romy	Arnold | Manager Exhibitions and Events

OSG GmbH 
Stefan Dillmann | Head of Marketing

SCHUMACHER Precision Tools GmbH 
Christoph Schniering | Managing Director	

VDMA Precision Tools / ECTA General Secretariat
Manfred Grimm | Market Analyst Precision Tools
Markus Heseding | General Manager
Michael Jestädt | Project Manager Trade Fairs & Research
Alfred Graf Zedtwitz | Manager Communications

WOHLHAUPTER GmbH 
Frank-Michael Wohlhaupter | Managing Partner	 A

ZCC CUTTING TOOLS EUROPE GmbH 
Martin Sprung | Manager Marketing & Business 
Development
Christoph Weber | Head of Sales Austria, Technical Sales 
Bavaria
Quanliang Zhao | Managing Director

ZECHA Hartmetall-Werkzeugfabrikation GmbH 
Stefan Zecha | Managing Director
Yannik Zecha | Managing Director

Accompanied = A
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// IRELAND

HARVEY PERFORMANCE	
Jerry Gleisner | Senior Vice President of Sales
Shane Lawlor | Director of FP&A and Transactions

// ITALY

BFT Burzoni	
Arianna Burzoni | CEO
Pierluigi Pozzi | Technical Manager

FEBAMETAL S.P.A.	
Federico Costa | CEO

GE TOOLING SRL
Giovanni Errichiello | Manager

GIQUATTRO SRL
Alessandro Scanavini | CEO

NUI UTENSILI Europa SRL
Pietro Camporiondo | CEO

SECO TOOLS Italia SpA
Davide Pozzi | Managing Director Italy

Tamburini Srl
Andrea Tamburini | Commercial Director

UCIMU-SISTEMI Per Produrre
Alberto Nicolai | Marketing Manager

U.T.R. TIBERTI SRL
Roberto Ottorino Tiberti | CEO

Accompanied = A

// ATTENDEES

// LUXEMBOURG

CERATIZIT S.A.	
Philippe Alzin | Director of Global Sales
Ramiro Bengochea | Director of Global Sales Cutting Tools
Michel Maes | Business Development
Oliver	Sax | Member of the Executive Board

// SOUTH KOREA

YG-1 CO., LTD.	
Jeehan Song | President	 A

// SWITZERLAND

AGATHON AG	
Stefan Baumann | GM Machines
Martin Niederberger | Head of Tec

BLASER Swisslube AG	
Marcos Cotarelo | Head EMEA IM	
Simon Stalder | Business Development Manager 
Grinding	 A

DC Swiss SA
Simon Brünisholz | Sales & Marketing Director	
Arnaud Lienhart | CEO 

DIXI GROUP	
Thibaut Castella | CEO

EXTRAMET AG	
Peter Blaser | Head of Sales
Jean-Luc Fontaine | Sales
Albert	 Kodraj | Head of Sales

Accompanied = A
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// SWITZERLAND

FRAISA Holding AG 
Thomas Nägelin | CEO	 A
Thomas Wittig | CCO	 A

HEULE Werkzeug AG	
Rik Heule | CEO

IFANGER AG
Daniel Dieterich | Inhaber / CEO	 A

RE-AL AG	
Franklin Villaseñor | CEO

REGO-FIX AG	
Daniel Felber | Group Director Industrial Partnership
Pascal Forrer | CEO
Thomas Woerndle | CSO

SFS Group Schweiz AG	
Roger	Blank | Head of Cutting Tool Fasteners

SWISSMEM	
Pascal Streiff | Secrectary General

URMA AG
Oliver	Berner | CEO	 A

UTILIS AG
Ludger Ignaszak | Utilis AG	 A

// USA

ALLIED MACHINE & ENGINEERING	
Michael Stokey | Executive Vice President	 A

Last Update 30. April 2026Accompanied = A

© Graz Tourismus | Harry Schiffer

// ATTENDEES
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PRESS

// AUSTRIA

x-technik Industriemarketing	
Robert Fraunberger

// GERMANY

Dieonlinemagazine.de
Frank Dietsche 	

Industrieanzeiger, Konradin-Verlag	
Susanne Schwab

Industriemedien, Schlütersche Fachmedien	
Harald Klieber

Thanks to the generous support of our press sponsor, 
Hartmetall-Werkzeugfabrik Paul Horn GmbH, we are 
pleased to welcome eight press represenatives to this 
years ECTC in Graz.

// GERMANY & FRANCE

Werkzeug Technik, Sofetec	
Maxime Mader

// SPAIN

IMHE, Izaro Manufacturing Technology SPAIN
Jose Angel Marañon

// SWITZERLAND

maschinenbau, Olympia-Verlag AG
Thomas Brosch

SMM SchweizerMaschinenMarkt, Vogel 
Communications Group	
Matthias Böhm
	

PRESS HOTEL
HOTEL MARIAHILF
Mariahilfer Straße 9, 8020 Graz

Last Update 27 April 2026

// PRESS
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CONTACT
// BOEHLERIT

BOEHLERIT	
Gerhard Melcher | +43 664 38 18 921

// PRESS CONTACT

ECTA | VDMA	
Alfred Graf Zedtwitz | +49 69 6603-1269
	
	

// CONTACT

KEY INFORMATION AT A GLANCE

We are delighted to welcome you to the European 
Cutting Tools Conference here in the heart of Styria. To 
ensure a seamless experience for all participants, please 
take a moment to review the following organisational 
details. We wish you a successful, productive, and enjoya-
ble conference!

Special Requirements & Accessibility
To provide the best possible service, please notify the 
organising team in advance if you have any specific needs, 
such as food allergies, dietary intolerances, or mobility 
requirements.

Name Badges
For security reasons and to facilitate networking, plea-
se wear your official ECTC name badge at all times. The 
badge is required for access to all ECTC events.

Conference Program Booklet
This official program booklet is your primary guide. It 
contains all essential information, including detailed 
schedules, speaker times, and specific event locations.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if there is anything 
we can do to assist you. We wish you a wonderful stay in 
Graz and an inspiring conference!

// ORGANISATION TEAM

WERBEAGENTUR SCHLÖGL	
Thomas Schlögl | +43 664-3007185 
Anja Platzer | +43 316-828010-12
E-Mail Contact | info@ectc2026-graz.org 
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KUNSTHAUS GRAZ
Welcome Reception 

HOTEL WIESLER

HOTEL WEITZER

SCHLOSSBERG RESTAURANT
Gala Dinner

FUNICULAR BASE STATION

FUNICULAR TOP STATION

CLOCK TOWER

SCHLOSSBERG

OPERA HOUSE

MUR ISLAND

MUR RIVER

MAIN SQUARE

700 m

750 m

250 m

LOCATIONS

WWW.ECTA-TOOLS.ORGWWW.ECTC2026-GRAZ.ORG

ALTE UNIVERSITÄT
Conference Location

// ONLINE MAP



EUROPEAN CUTTING 
TOOLS ASSOCIATION
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// SPONSORS
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